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closer their alliance - known to the French public as the Holy
Alliance, by confusion with the project of a union based upon
religious principles advocated by the Tsar Alexander. They had
taken measures to counter the intentions which they attributed
to the French, whom they regarded as a warlike people. France,
deprived by the treaties of 1815 of Savoy and a few frontier for-
tresses, was occupied by the foreign armies until the indemnity
due to the Allies had been paid; it was kept under observation by
the conference of ambassadors that met every week under the
presidency of Wellington, general-in-chief of the army of occupa-
tion. Even after the evacuation, when France had been admitted
to the 'concert of Europe' (1818), it remained an object of mis-
trust.

The partisans of the tricolour flag protested against the 'shame-
ful treaties of 1815'; their patriotism - which, when exaggerated
to the point of caricature, was known as 'chauvinism3 - found
expression in a warlike attitude, in words, at least, which was to
survive to the present day under the name of 'nationalism'.
The Government pursued a pacific policy intended to reassure
foreign countries; but in order to maintain its prestige it was led
into three military operations of small importance. The Spanish
expedition, insisted upon by the Ultra majority, restored the
absolutist regime in Spain for ten years. The intervention in
Greece, at Navarino and in the Morea, was a demonstration of
solidarity with the European concert. The conquest of Algiers
had as its result the destruction of the stronghold of the Barbary
corsairs; nobody could have guessed that it signified the first
beginnings of the French Empire in northern Africa.
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The conflict between the king and the Chamber was settled
in the first place by a coup d'tiat. Charles X, proceeding by means
of ordinance, as Louis XVIII had done in 1816, proclaimed the
dissolution of the newly-elected Chamber before it had met,
revived the censorship, and altered the electoral system. The
deputies and journalists directly affected protested, but had no
means of making themselves felt. Resistance was hastily organized
by young men, students and workmen, united by their hatred for
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